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IOWA 
 

 
SEXUAL OFFENSE STATUTES 

 
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 

 
DNA EXCEPTION 

IOWA CODE § 709.2 Sexual abuse, first degree 
Class A felony 

 
IOWA CODE § 709.3 Sexual abuse, second degree 

Class B felony 
 
IOWA CODE § 709.4 Sexual abuse, third degree 

Class C felony 
 
IOWA CODE § 709.8 Lascivious acts with a child 

Class C felony if a person 16 or over fondles or 
touches the pubes or genitals of a child, or 
permits or causes a child to fondle or touch 
the person’s genitals or pubes 

Class D felony if a person 16 or over solicits a 
child to engage in a sex act, solicits a 
person to arrange a sex act with a child, or 
inflicts pain or discomfort upon a child or 
permits a child to inflict pain or discomfort 
on the person 

 
IOWA CODE § 709.15 Sexual exploitation by a 

counselor, therapist, or school employee 
(4) (a) Class D felony if there is pattern or 

scheme of sexual conduct by a counselor 
or therapist with an emotionally dependent 
patient or client or emotionally dependent 
former patient or client within one year 

IOWA CODE § 802.2 Sexual abuse—first, second, or 
third degree 
(1) For sexual abuse in the first, second, or third 

degree committed on or with a person under 
18, within 10 years after victim attains 18 
years of age 

(2) For any other sexual abuse in the first, 
second, or third degree, within 10 years after 
commission of the offense 

 
IOWA CODE § 802.2A Sexual exploitation by a 

counselor, therapist, or school employee 
(1) For incest committed on or with a victim 

under 18, within 10 years after victim attains 
18 years of age 

(1) For any other incest, within 10 years after 
commission of the offense 

(2) For sexual exploitation by a counselor, 
therapist, or school employee committed on 
or with a victim under 18, within 10 years 
after victim attains 18 years of age 

(2) For any other sexual exploitation by a 
counselor, therapist, or school employee, 
within ten years after victim was last treated 
by the counselor or therapist, or within 10 
years after victim was enrolled in or 
attended the school 

 

IOWA CODE § 802.2 Sexual abuse—first, second, or 
third degree 
For sexual abuse in the first, second, or third 

degree, within three years after the date the 
identity of the accused is established 
through the use of a DNA profile 

 
IOWA CODE § 802.10 DNA profile of accused 

An indictment or information may be pursued 
against only the DNA profile of the person 
sought, if the DNA profile has not yet 
identified a named individual.  This action 
tolls the limitation of an action under IOWA 
CODE § 802.3 
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after the termination of the provision of 
mental health services by the counselor or 
therapist  

(4) (b) Aggravated misdemeanor if there is any 
sexual conduct by a counselor or therapist 
with an emotionally dependent patient or 
client or emotionally dependent former 
patient or client  

(4) (c) Serious misdemeanor if there is any 
sexual conduct by a counselor or therapist 
with a patient or client or former patient or 
client within one year of the termination of 
the provision of mental health services by 
the counselor or therapist 

(5) (a) Class D felony if there is a pattern or 
scheme of sexual conduct by a school 
employee with a student 

(5) (b) Aggravated misdemeanor if there is any 
sexual conduct by a school employee with 
a student  

 
IOWA CODE § 709.16 Sexual misconduct with 

offenders and juveniles 
Applies when an employee, contractor, 

volunteer, or agent of the department of 
correctional services engages in a sex act 
with an individual in the custody of the 
department of correctional services 

Aggravated misdemeanor 
 
IOWA CODE § 726.2 Incest 

Class D felony 

IOWA CODE § 802.3 Felony, aggravated or serious 
misdemeanor 
For any felony, aggravated misdemeanor, or 

serious misdemeanor, within three years 
after commission of the offense 

 
IOWA CODE § 802.4 Simple misdemeanor 

For any simple misdemeanor, within one year 
after commission of the offense 

 


