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ILLINOIS 
 

 
SEXUAL OFFENSE STATUTES 

 
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 

 
DNA EXCEPTION 

720 ILL. COMP. STAT. § 5/11-9.2 Custodial sexual 
misconduct 
Occurs between offender, an employee of the 

penal system, and victim, in the custody of 
the penal system 

Class 3 felony  
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. § 5/11-11 Sexual relations 

within families 
Class 3 felony  

 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. § 5/12-13 Criminal sexual 

assault 
Class 1 felony 

 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. § 5/12-14 Aggravated 

criminal sexual assault 
Class X felony 

 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. § 5/12-14.1 Predatory 

criminal sexual assault of a child 
Class X felony 

 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. § 5/12-15 Criminal sexual 

abuse 
Class A misdemeanor if offender is under 17 

and commits an act of sexual penetration 
or sexual conduct with a victim who was at 

720 ILL. COMP. STAT. § 5/3-5 General limitations 
(b) For all felonies, within three years after 

commission of the offense 
(b) For all misdemeanors, within eighteen 

months after commission of the offense 
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. § 5/3-6 Extended limitations 

(c) Except as otherwise provided in (i) and (j), 
for any offense involving sexual conduct or 
sexual penetration where the victim and 
offender are family members, as defined in 
§ 5/12-12 (parent, grandparent, or child, 
whether by whole blood, half blood, or 
adoption; step-grandparent, step-parent, or 
step-child; and, when the victim is under 18, 
anyone who has resided in the household 
with such child continuously for at least one 
year), within one year of victim attaining the 
age of 18 years 

(d) For criminal sexual abuse when victim is 
under 18, within one year of victim attaining 
the age of 18 years; however, in no such 
case shall the time period for prosecution 
expire sooner than three years after 
commission of the offense 

(e) Except as otherwise provided in (j), for any 
offense involving sexual conduct or sexual 
penetration where defendant was within a 

720 ILL. COMP. STAT. § 5/3-5 General limitations 
(a) (2) No limit for any offense involving sexual 

conduct or sexual penetration in which the 
DNA profile of the offender is obtained 
and entered into a DNA database within 10 
years after commission of the offense and 
the identity of the offender is unknown 
after a diligent investigation by law 
enforcement authorities; applies if: 
• Victim reported the offense to law 

enforcement authorities within two 
years after commission of the offense 
unless a longer period for reporting the 
offense is provided in § 5/3-6, or 

• Victim is murdered during the course 
of the offense or within two years after 
commission of the offense 
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least 9 but under 17 
Class A misdemeanor if offender commits an 

act of sexual penetration or sexual conduct 
with a victim who was at least 13 but under 
17, and offender was less than five years 
older than the victim 

Class 4 felony if offender commits an act of 
sexual conduct by the use or threat of force 

Class 4 felony if offender knew that victim was 
unable to understand the nature of the act 
or was unable to give knowing consent 

Class 2 felony if offender is convicted more 
than once of committing an act of sexual 
conduct by the use or threat of force 

 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. § 5/12-16 Aggravated 

criminal sexual abuse 
Class 2 felony 

professional or fiduciary relationship or a 
purported professional or fiduciary 
relationship with the victim at the time of 
commission of the offense, within one year 
after the discovery of the offense by the 
victim 

(i) Except as otherwise provided in (j), for the 
following offenses, within 10 years after 
commission of the offense, so long as victim 
reported the offense to law enforcement 
authorities within three years after 
commission of the offense: 
• Criminal sexual assault (§ 5/12-13) 
• Aggravated criminal sexual assault      

(§ 5/12-14) 
• Aggravated criminal sexual abuse       

(§ 5/12-16) 
(j) For the following offenses when victim was 

under 18 at the time of commission of the 
offense, within 20 years after child victim 
attains the age of 18: 
• Criminal sexual assault (§ 5/12-13) 
• Aggravated criminal sexual assault       

(§ 5/12-14) 
• Predatory criminal sexual assault of a 

child (§ 5/12-14.1) 
• Aggravated criminal sexual abuse       

(§ 5/12-16) 
 


