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Florida Mandatory Reporting Requirements Regarding Children
Who Must Report? Any person who knows, or has reasonable cause to suspect abuse.
Standard of Knowledge Knowledge or reasonable cause to suspect that a child is abused, abandoned,

or neglected by a parent, legal custodian, caregiver, or other person
responsible for the child’s welfare or that a child is in need of supervision and
care and has no parent, legal custodian, or responsible adult relative
immediately known and available to provide supervision and care.

Definition of Applicable Victim

A child is “any unmarried person under the age of 18 years who has not been
emancipated by order of the court.”

Reports Made To

Reports shall be made to the Department of Children and Family Services’
central abuse hotline (1-800-962-2873) or via facsimile or web-based report.

Contents of Report

Not specified.

Timing/Other Procedures

Reports must be submitted immediately and can be oral, written, or
electronically transmitted.

Other

Any person required to report who fails to do so is guilty of a misdemeanor of
the first degree.

Source/Applicable Statute(s)

Fla. Stat. §§ 39.01, 39.201-06 (2008).
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RAINN (Rape Abuse and Incest National Network) provides general information that is intended, but not guaranteed, to be correct and up-to-date.
The information is not presented as a source of legal advice. You should not rely, for legal advice, on statements or representations made by RAINN.
If you need legal advice upon which you intend to rely in the course of your legal affairs, consult a competent, independent attorney. RAINN does
not assume any responsibility for actions or non-actions taken by people who have used this information, and no one shall be entitled to a claim for
detrimental reliance on any information provided or expressed. RAINN does not endorse, guarantee or warranty the accuracy, reliability or
thoroughness of any referenced information, product or service.




