
 

2008.  For reprint permission, please contact Evelyn Fortier at evelynf@rainn.org.  Last updated: December 2008.   
RAINN (Rape Abuse and Incest National Network) provides general information that is intended, but not guaranteed, to be correct and up-to-date. The 
information is not presented as a source of legal advice. You should not rely, for legal advice, on statements or representations made by RAINN. If you need 
legal advice upon which you intend to rely in the course of your legal affairs, consult a competent, independent attorney.  RAINN does not assume any 
responsibility for actions or non-actions taken by people who have used this information, and no one shall be entitled to a claim for detrimental reliance on any 
information provided or expressed.  RAINN does not endorse, guarantee or warranty the accuracy, reliability or thoroughness of any referenced information, 
product or service. 
 

DELAWARE 
 

 
SEXUAL OFFENSE STATUTES 

 
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 

 
DNA EXCEPTION 

DEL. CODE tit. 11, § 766 Incest 
Class A misdemeanor 

 
DEL. CODE tit. 11, § 767 Unlawful sexual contact, 

third degree 
Class A misdemeanor 

 
DEL. CODE tit. 11, § 768 Unlawful sexual contact, 

second degree 
Class F felony 

 
DEL. CODE tit. 11, § 769 Unlawful sexual contact, 

first degree 
Class D felony 

 
DEL. CODE tit. 11, § 770 Rape, fourth degree 

Class C felony 
 
DEL. CODE tit. 11, § 771 Rape, third degree 

Class B felony 
 

DEL. CODE tit. 11, § 772 Rape, second degree 
Class B felony 
 

DEL. CODE tit. 11, § 773 Rape, first degree 
Class A felony 

 

DEL. CODE ANN. tit. 11, § 205 Time limitations 
(a) No limit for class A felonies 
(b) (1) For any other felony other than murder, 

within five years after commission of the 
offense, notwithstanding (e) below  

(b) (2) For any class A misdemeanor, within 
three years after commission of the offense 

(e) No limit for the following offenses: 
• Incest (§ 766) 
• Unlawful sexual contact in the third 

degree (§ 767) 
• Unlawful sexual contact in the second 

degree (§ 768) 
• Unlawful sexual contact in the first 

degree (§ 769) 
• Rape in the fourth degree (§ 770) 
• Rape in the third degree (§ 771) 
• Rape in the second degree (§ 772) 
• Rape in the first degree (§ 773) 
• Sexual extortion (§ 776) 
• Dangerous crime against a child         

(§ 779) 
 

DEL. CODE ANN. tit. 11, § 205 Time limitations 
(i) If the limitation period has expired, a 
prosecution for any offense in this title may be 
commenced within 10 years after it is 
committed if based upon forensic DNA testing 
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DEL. CODE tit. 11, § 776 Sexual extortion 
Class E felony 

 
DEL. CODE tit. 11, § 779 Dangerous crime against a 

child under 14 
Any criminal sexual conduct against a child 

under 14 
Class B felony 

 
 
 
 


